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slackening I need not go. But the work still awaits work-
ers. The women's pledge remains unfulfilled. It was not
taken for a definite period only. It could not be fulfilled,
until prohibition was proclaimed throughout India. The
women's was the nobler part. Theirs was to bring about
prohibition by emptying drink shops by an appeal to the
best in men. Could they have continued the work, their
gentleness, combined with earnestness, would most as-
suredly have weaned the drunkard from his habit.
But nothing is lost. The women can still organize the
campaign. If the wives of those of whom the writer writes
are in earnest, they can surely convert their husbands.
Women do not know what influence for good they can
exert on their husbands. They wield it unconsciously no
doubt, but that is not enough. They must have that con-
sciousness, and the consciousness will give them the
strength, and show them the way to deal with their part-
ners. The pity of it is that most wives do not interest
themselves in their husbands' doings. They think they have
no right to do so. It never occurs to them that it is their
duty to become guardians of their husbands' character, as
it is the latter's to be guardians of their wives' character.
And yet what can be plainer than that husband and wife
are equal sharers of each other's virtues and vices ? But
who but a woman can effectively awaken the wives to a
sense of their power and duty ? This is but a part of the
women's movement against drink.
There must be enough women, with proper equipment,
to study the statistics of drink, the causes that induce the
habit, and the remedies against it. They must learn the
lesson from the past, and realize that mere appeals to the
addicts to give up drink cannot produce lasting effects.
The habit has to be regarded as a disease and treated as
such. In other words, some women have to become research
students and carry on researches in a variety of ways. In
every branch of reform, constant study, giving one a mas-
tery over one's subject, is necessary. Ignorance is, at the
root of failures, partial or complete, of all reform